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Braunton Academy students with Small Town Jones  

It’s all about the balance 

“Maybe Christmas, the Grinch thought, 

doesn’t come from a store.” — Dr. Seuss 

 

As I sit here in early November, my thoughts 

are already turning to the preparation and 

organisation required of everybody within the 

Academy to ensure everything goes 

according to plan as we count down the days 

to the end of term and the Christmas period: 

organising and helping to manage the 

complexities of the Christmas Dinner in the 

Canteen, supporting the numerous rehearsals 

for the Christmas Concert and the various 

performances, ensuring the inter-House 

matches are played as an essential part of the 

Academy’s ethos, providing opportunities for 

celebrating and supporting the local charities, 

inviting our partner Primary school children into 

the Academy….. all of this whilst trying to 

maintain the expected high standards of 

learning in the classrooms, of course.  

 

Christmas is a hectic time for everyone, 

everywhere and whilst it is essential that we are 

still concentrating on curricular activities and 

not losing important learning time, I am 

reminded of something I learned many years 

ago as a young teacher: the very best 

memories and learning experiences of most 

children’s school lives are held within those 

events that take place outside of the everyday 

curriculum. These are the events that make us 

what we are, create our character. It’s all 

about the balance, you see. 

 

Balance, to me, is about the way we live: 

working hard, but also playing hard: having 

fun, but not losing sight of our dreams; being 

lazy, but not laying down forever; and learning 

to forgive ourselves, knowing that we can 

always work on improving ourselves. We must 

teach ourselves and our children to have a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

balanced mind-set since the world is not 

‘black and white’, there usually isn’t a ‘right 

and wrong’, and one will NEVER get everyone 

to share the same opinion. Though people 

have conflicting beliefs and ideas, there is 

always a grey area, and that grey area, can 

bring peace and understanding. 

 

And so we learn, it’s all about the balance: if 

we are not careful, all the joy, love, and 

learning that can be gained through the 

Christmas spirit, can be so easily lost through 

the hustle and bustle of our efforts to be 

organised and so determined to ‘stick to our 

plans’. But before we know it, Christmas will 

have ended much more quickly than it had 

begun, simply leaving behind a trail of 

exhausted teachers, parents/carers and a ton 

of shredded wrapping paper, making us feel 

like nothing was gained. What a wasted 

opportunity that would be. Perhaps it is best to 

go with the intended joy of the season and 

follow Charles Dickens’ good advice:  

 

“I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to 

keep it all the year.” 

 

Mick Cammack, Principal 

 



Devon Climate Change Forum 

On Friday 29th November, myself and four Eco Monitors 

attended the Devon Climate Forum at County Hall. Our 

day involved listening to key speakers on the climate 

emergency, attending workshops and having the most 

delicious vegan lunch! 

 

The first key speaker, Dr Ben King, was the first teacher in 

Devon to become a United Nations Accredited Climate 

Change teacher. He shared some of the recent science  

behind climate change and demonstrated how our students' understanding of the 

changing climate can be integrated into the school curriculum. 

 

We also listened to Patrick Devine-Wright. He is involved in the Net-Zero Task Force and led 

a workshop with each school, in which students  identified what needs to be done at their 

school in order to achieve a reduction in carbon emissions. 

 

After lunch, we attended a Devon Wildlife Trust workshop and learnt which animals 

indigenous to Britain were winning and losing from climate change. We also discovered 

that rewilding our school grounds was a way of helping insects to flourish. 

 

Myself and the Eco Monitors who attended, found the Forum both educational and 

inspiring as it taught us the science behind climate change and helped us to generate 

ideas on how we can reduce carbon emissions. By Mrs Young. 

Chess Championship 

From January 2020 we will 

run a schools’ championship 

open to all chess players, whether 

or not you are a member of the 

Chess Club. 

 

It is run as a knockout-style 

tournament and we end up with a 

final that takes place in the Drama 

Hall using a visualiser to display the 

game onto the wall so that many 

students can watch. 

There are prizes on offer for the 

winner and runner up.   

 

Please see Mr England if 

interested. 
 

Term Dates 2019 - 2020 

Spring Term 2020 

Term starts: Tuesday 7th January 2020 

Half term: 17th - 21st February 2020 

Term ends: Friday 27th March 2020 

 

Summer Term 2020 

Term starts: Tuesday 14th April 2020 

Half term: 25th - 29th May 2020 

Term ends: Wednesday 22nd July 2020 

 

Autumn Term starts: Monday 7th September 2020 

 



‘The Lovely Bones’ Theatre Trip 

  

On 2nd October the Drama Department took 26 GCSE students from Years 10 and 11 to 

see a matinee performance of The Lovely Bones at the Northcott Theatre in Exeter.  

  

This production was an adaptation by Bryony Lavery of the novel written by Alice Sebold. 

The novel tells the story of Susie, who is lured into an underground den by her trusted 

neighbour, Mr Harvey. He then assaults and murders her before cold heartedly joining her 

family in the search for their missing child. I had read the book and I was careful to prepare 

the students by telling them the main parts of the story. I also shared the fact that I had 

wept when I read the book and that I would probably weep when seeing it performed.  

  

When we entered the theatre the auditorium was almost dark. The stage curtains were 

open, so we could see the amazing set, once our eyes had become accustomed to the 

lack of light. There was a huge mirror suspended above the stage at an angle so that 

events could be seen in reflection as well as on the stage. High behind the mirror was a 

platform which meant that some of the action, in particular the scenes in which Mr Harvey 

manipulated events, were visible to the audience but not the characters on stage. This was 

a magnificent example of dramatic irony.  

  

At the back of the stage stood a huge stretch of corn, growing tall, reflected in the mirror of 

course and depicting the scene of the crime.   

  

My particular intention in taking my students to see this production was to give them the 

opportunity of seeing a piece of drama which would inform their own work. What clear 

examples we were given of Total Theatre. Total Theatre includes multi role play, physical 

theatre, ensemble and chorus work, music, sound, puppetry and mime. The Lovely Bones 

was a master class in how to perform a devised piece to perfection and to create a GCSE 

9!  

  

Students have to write a review of a play that they have seen in the written exam for GCSE, 

and this can prove quite challenging when the production is a straightforward, naturalistic 

performance. However, this has not proved to be a problem with ‘The Lovely Bones’. 

Students were encouraged to make notes, in the interval and on the coach, so that they 

would be able to remember the salient points. The essays which have resulted have been 

very encouraging and make powerful reading.  

  

Did we enjoy ourselves? It was certainly a thought provoking experience and, as in the 

book, there were some uplifting moments in the story. The concept, the design and the 

direction were superb and I look forward to seeing some of the Total Theatre methods of 

storytelling reflected in the Year 11 devised work for the practical exam.   

  

Ms Ratcliffe, Head of Drama  

  

  

   



RSC School Screening of ‘Taming of the Shew’ 

On 27th November, Year 9 students were treated to 

the Royal Shakespeare Company’s fresh perspective 

on Shakespeare’s portrayal of hierarchy and power, in 

what is often considered his ‘problem play’ due to its 

treatment of women in a patriarchal Elizabethan 

society.  

‘The Taming of the Shrew’, Shakespeare’s fierce and 

energetic comedy of gender and materialism, has 

been turned on its head by director Justin Audibert, 

who decided to switch the gender roles so that the 

play is set in a matriarchal world, where women hold 

the power.  

Year 9 students thoroughly enjoyed watching the ensuing electrically-charged battle of the 

sexes and participating in subsequent classroom discussions concerning gender roles then 

and now.  

A special well done goes to Ellie Yearsley whose question, ‘How do you feel this play 

portrays how money controls the world?’ was answered by the director during the live Q&A 

session at the end of the screening. Thanks also to Ms Caddy who organises the RSC 

screening events in order to bring a Shakespearean theatrical experience to the students.   

By Mrs Maughan, Head of English. 

Young Engineers Get Creative With Technology 

A selection of around 50 Year 7 students were invited to a special event in the Technology 

Department.  There were two visiting speakers from the ‘Learn by Design’ organisation 

hosting a very exciting event all about engineering.  Students learned how engineering is 

used in almost every facet of our daily lives to create products and processes we use, from 

the houses we live in to the food we eat.  The speakers worked with the students to 

broaden their understanding of what engineering is through a series of activities and 

discussions.  

They also informed the students of what an exciting career choice engineering could be as 

there are so many disciplines within it.  The best part of the event was building a mini race 

car and using science, engineering and maths to calculate exactly how much to charge it 

so that it travelled a specific distance. 

All students involved thoroughly enjoyed the event and we are very grateful that the Young 

Engineers were able to come to the school for the fifth year running to host such a valuable 

event. By Ms Britton. 

 

 



Your KEY STAGE 3 Mid-Term Assessment (MTA) - AN EXPLANATION 

Your child’s Mid-Term Assessment (MTA) provides you with a great deal of important 

information in relation to your child’s progress in relation to academic achievement and 

levels of engagement in learning. 

 

Over the three years of Key Stage 3, the focus of the students’ learning is on the mastery of 

key concepts in each subject: teachers will assess to what extent students have grasped 

the key knowledge, skills and understanding required in lessons and independent tasks. The 

level of mastery will be recorded in the Mastery Column using one of these words: 

 
 

In many subjects, there will also be termly formal assessments, tasks or projects. The result of 

these tests will be combined with the mastery statement to give a result in the Progress 

Indicator column.  

 

‘Progress’ is measured against your child’s ‘Starting Profile’ which is drawn from the Key 

Stage 2 SAT results in mathematics and reading which is the national method for testing 

progress between KS2 and KS4.  

 

The Starting Profile in English is drawn from the reading result. 

 

The Starting Profile in mathematics is drawn from the mathematics result. 

 

All other Starting Profiles are an average of mathematics and reading results. 

The relationship between results at KS2 and KS4 can be seen in this table and reflect ‘good’ 

levels of progress. 

 
 

It is important to note that we have high expectations of all students whatever their starting 

profile. We encourage a mind-set of always striving for personal excellence. If there is 

concern over a student’s progress support will be put in place quickly to help that student 

to improve. 

 

We hope you find your child’s Progress Review Report (MTA) informative and would 

encourage you to regularly discuss it with your son/daughter. If you need any further 

information, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s tutor and / or Head of Year at 

any point. You do not need to wait until Parents’ Evening to discuss your child’s progress.  

Emerging Developing Securing Extending Mastering 

Key Stage 2 Scores GCSE Outcomes Guide 

110- 120 7 - 9 

100 - 109 4 - 6 

91 - 99 2 - 3 

80 - 90 1- 2 



Music Department  News  

The Braunton Academy Choir continues to have a busy term of performances. This half 

term the choir collaborated with local singer-songwriter Jim Jones on a charity Christmas 

single ‘Decorate the Darkness’. The song was written to raise awareness for Mental Health 

charity ‘Ask for Jake’.  

 

On 28th November the Braunton Academy Choir sung for the Barnstaple Christmas lights 

switch-on. Many Braunton students were involved in the event either singing or dancing.  

 

The school Christmas Concert will take place on 17th December starting at 6.30 pm. Jim 

Jones will make a special guest performance at the concert to perform his song with the 

choir. Tickets available now from Braunton Academy Reception. £3 adults. £1.50 children. 

£8 family ticket (Two adults + two children).  

 

Join us for a one-off special, family-friendly concert from the award-winning North Devon 

Sinfonia on Sunday 15th December. This will be a performance of a beautiful selection of 

classical music, including Christmas favourite ‘The Nutcracker’. Suitable for all ages 

including:  

 

Free for under 18s! (Adults £5), front row seating on mats for young children, an introduction 

to the orchestra and its instruments, a side room for families to have a break. There will be 

festive refreshments available and children are encouraged to dress as characters from 

‘The Nutcracker’.  Booking essential for this wonderful foray into the festive season! Call the 

Box Office number on the poster for tickets or purchase them with cash at Braunton 

Academy Reception. 

 

Sophie Kerslake put together an impressive evening of music called ‘Music Rocks’ at the 

Factory, Petroc, which included: Aisha Hewitt, Idol Giants, Region, Ella Turner, Molly Gibbs, 

Tess Carter, Lucy Beesly and the Braunton Academy Choir. Several of our musicians also 

performed at the North Devon Music Centre end of term concert including: Lily Hanlon 

Penny, Claudia Rose Smith, Molly Ogden, Annie Ogden.and Ella Jones. 

 



England Under 16's Indoor Volleyball  

Congratulations to Dan Huggins, Year 10 (Number 9, Front row and second from the left) 

who has been selected to represent England Under 16's Indoor Volleyball team at 

the Acqua Pradis Winter Cup to be played just outside Venice. Dan joins a long list of 

Braunton Academy England International volleyball players and he is the second student 

this year to be called up to the England squad along with Dan Redstone, Year 11 (Number 

2, Front row and far right). A fantastic achievement for both boys. 

Netball Success 

Congratulations to Chloe Chapple, Olivia Goodfellow, 

Nevie Milne, Zara Lock, Bethan Kirby, Josie Bulled and 

Ruby Alexander, all in Year 9, winning their first 

tournament game for Carol Anne Netball Club in the 

netball regionals winning 23-22 in a very tight game. 

Year 11 Rugby:  

Wednesday 13th November. 

The Year 11s played their last tournament 

as a team and although they didn't win, 

did themselves and the Academy proud. 

Some eye-catching rugby played by a 

team who have got better and better due 

to their fantastic commitment over their 

time at Braunton Academy. We are really 

proud of these boys, who have been a 

pleasure to coach. 

 

Year 7 Rugby Development Day:  

Friday 15th November 

The Year 7s had their first taste of 

competitive contact rugby at West 

Buckland School. The development day is 

aimed at rugby beginners and involves a 

morning of coaching followed by some 

developmental games. Despite leaving 

some of the more experienced players 

behind at school, Braunton played some 

great rugby. Definitely another strong 

rugby year group in the making, with 

exciting times ahead. 



Karate Success 

Congratulations to Summer Silver, Year 7, 

for earning her 1st Dan in Karate Do where 

she took the senior grading instead of the 

juniors. She will be competing in the EKO 

national championships in the beginning 

of March and we wish her all the very best 

of luck. 

Sports Leaders 

Braunton Academy Sports Leaders ran a festival at Tarka Tennis with the Year 4 students 

from our feeder primary schools. They were, once again, excellent at helping the younger 

students progress and enjoy themselves. It was held at the Tarka Tennis Centre which is a 

great venue for all ages to enjoy tennis. 

Football News 

Please congratulate the Year 7 and 8 boys football teams on two unbelievable 

performances in the North Devon Schools’ football finals. The Year 7s beat Chulmleigh 3-1 

and the Year 8s lost on penalties following a 2-2 draw.  

 

They were absolutely outstanding and played as well as they have all season.  

Indoor Volleyball 

Congratulations to the Boys Under 

15's Indoor Volleyball team for 

winning the Devon County Indoor 

Volleyball tournament in Newton 

Abbot. 

 

Dan, Archie, Charlie and Jay won 

the final 21-12 and 23-21 having 

coming through the early rounds just 

as impressively. Well done. 


